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Mauryan Empire - The foundation of Undivided India

The Mauryan Empire, a colossal chapter in the annals of Indian history, stands as the formidable foundation of Undivided
India. Spanning from 322 BCE to 185 BCE, this epoch was marked by the visionary leadership of Chandragupta Maurya,
Ashoka the Great, and subsequent rulers. Their reign witnessed a confluence of military might, administrative brilliance,
and cultural magnificence. Chandragupta's strategic prowess laid the empire's cornerstone, while Ashoka's transformative
rule embraced Buddhism and preached a message of non-violence.

Aspirants preparing for the WBCS Exam delve into this era to grasp the intricacies of governance, diplomacy, and societal
dynamics, understanding how the Mauryan legacy shaped the contours of a unified India.

This is the fifth blog of the series. We've discussed the in our previous Blog. Check out that blog by
clicking the embedded link before moving on to this blog. It will help you to understand the chronology better. So, let's
start understanding the Mauryan Empire of Indian History.

Mauryan Empire

The Mauryan Empire was a geographically extensive Iron Age historical power in South Asia, which ruled most of present-
day India and parts of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Nepal, between 322 BCE and 185 BCE. It was the first pan-
Indian empire to be established, and one of the largest empires in history.

Establishment and Expansion:

The Mauryan Empire was founded by Chandragupta Maurya, a king of Magadha in present-day eastern India.
Chandragupta unified the political landscape of India and established a centralized administration. He conquered the
territories of rival kingdoms and expanded the empire's reach to encompass most of the Indian subcontinent.

Characteristics and Achievements:

The Mauryan Empire was characterized by a strong central government, efficient administration, and a flourishing
economy. The empire's capital was Pataliputra, located in present-day Bihar, India. The Mauryan administration was highly
centralized, with a well-defined hierarchy of officials and a sophisticated system of taxation and revenue collection.

The Mauryan Empire achieved remarkable feats in various fields, including:
« Political Unity: Unified the Indian subcontinent under a single centralized administration
+ Efficient Administration: Developed a strong and efficient administrative system to manage the vast empire
+ Economic Prosperity: Fostered a thriving economy based on agriculture, trade, and commerce
« Cultural Contributions: Promoted arts, literature, and cultural exchange across the empire

* Religious Tolerance: Adopted a policy of religious tolerance and embraced Buddhism as the state religion
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[Source: Wikipedia]

Let's understand the history of Mauryan Empire from the beginning. The most immediate and unexpected by-product of
Alexander’s invasion of North-West was that it hastened the Mauryan conquest of the whole country. Chandragupta, with
the help of an intelligent and politically astute Brahmin, Kautilya usurped the throne by defeating Dhana Nanda in 321 BC.

Chandragupta Maurya

Chandragupta Maurya, born in 340 BCE, was the founder and first emperor of the Mauryan Empire, one of the largest
empires in history. He ruled from 321 to 297 BCE and unified most of the Indian subcontinent under a single
administration.

Early Life and Rise to Power:

Chandragupta's early life is shrouded in mystery, but it is believed he was born into a humble family in Magadha, present-
day Bihar, India. He rose to power through a combination of military prowess, political acumen, and strategic alliances.

Founding of the Mauryan Empire:
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In 322 BCE, Chandragupta Maurya, with the assistance of his chancellor Chanakya, overthrew the Nanda dynasty and
established the Mauryan Empire. He embarked on a series of conquests, expanding his territory to encompass most of
the Indian subcontinent.

[Source: World History Encyclopedia]

Expansion of the Mauryan Empire:

In 305 BC, he entered into a treaty with Seleucus Nicator in which Chandragupta acquired Balochistan, eastern
Afghanistan and the region to the west of Indus. He also married Seleucus Nicator’s daughter. In return, Seleucus Nicator
got 500 elephants. Seleucus Nicator avoided a full- scale war with the mighty Chandragupta and in return got war assets
that would lead him to victory against his rivals in the Battle of Ipsus, fought in 301 BC. In 305 BC Chandragupta defeated
Seleucus Nicator (the Greek ambassador), who surrendered a big territorial part to him including Kabul, Afghanystan,
Balochistan and Heraat also received a Greek ambassador i.e. Megasthenese (wrote Indica having the description of
Mauryan administration, society etc.)

Characteristics of Chandragupta's Rule:

Chandragupta Maurya's rule was characterized by:
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« Strong Centralized Government: Established a strong and centralized administration, unifying the vast empire
under a single governing body.

« Efficient Administration: Implemented an efficient administrative system, with a well-defined hierarchy of officials
and a sophisticated system of taxation and revenue collection.

* Strategic Alliances: Forged strategic alliances with neighboring kingdoms, expanding his influence and
strengthening the empire's position.

« Cultural and Religious Tolerance: Promoted a policy of religious tolerance, embracing a diverse range of cultures
and beliefs within the empire.

Jainism:

The historical records regarding Chandragupta Maurya's conversion to Jainism are not entirely conclusive. However, there
is substantial evidence that suggests he embraced Jainism towards the end of his life.

Evidence of Chandragupta Maurya's Jainism:

« Jaina Texts: Jaina texts, particularly the Digambara tradition, mention Chandragupta Maurya's association with
Jainism. They describe him abdicating his throne and embracing asceticism under the guidance of Jaina monks.

* Inscriptions: Inscriptions from the Gupta period, several centuries after Chandragupta Maurya's reign, allude to his
patronage of Jainism. These inscriptions suggest that he played a significant role in the spread of Jainism.

« Historical Accounts: Ancient historical accounts, such as those of the Greek historian Megasthenes, mention
Chandragupta Maurya's adoption of a simple and austere lifestyle, consistent with Jaina practices.

The exact timing of Chandragupta Maurya's conversion to Jainism remains a matter of debate. Some sources suggest
that he embraced Jainism after abdicating the throne in 297 BCE, while others believe he adopted the faith earlier, during
his reign.
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[Source: Times Now]

Bindusara

Bindusara, also known as Amitraghata, was the second emperor of the Mauryan Empire, reigning from 297 to 272 BCE.
He was the son of Chandragupta Maurya and Durdhara, and the father of Ashoka the Great.

Bindusara's reign is not as well-documented as that of his father or son, but it is clear that he was a capable ruler who
continued to expand the Mauryan Empire. He conquered the southern kingdoms of Kalinga and Chola, and he also sent
embassies to the Greek kingdoms of the Hellenistic world.

Bindusara was also a patron of the arts and sciences. He founded a university at Taxila, which became a major center of
learning in the ancient world. He also supported the development of architecture, sculpture, and literature.

Bindusara's reign ended with his death in 272 BCE. He was succeeded by his son Ashoka, who would go on to become
one of the most famous and influential rulers in Indian history.

[Source: NewsO9Live]
Here are some of Bindusara's notable achievements:

* He expanded the Mauryan Empire to encompass most of the Indian subcontinent.

* He sent embassies to the Greek kingdoms of the Hellenistic world.

* He founded a university at Taxila, which became a major center of learning in the ancient world.
* He supported the development of architecture, sculpture, and literature.

Bindusara's reigh was a time of peace and prosperity for the Mauryan Empire. He laid the foundation for the empire's
further expansion and development under his son Ashoka.
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We will discuss Ashoka the Great in detail in our next blog. In conclusion, the Mauryan Empire stands as an indomitable
pillar in the tapestry of Undivided India. Its legacy reverberates through time, encapsulating the essence of a united and
diverse nation. The astute governance of Chandragupta Maurya, the transformative reign of Ashoka (which we will
discuss in next blog), and the subsequent rulers collectively crafted an empire that transcended regional boundaries. The
cultural richness, administrative innovations, and enduring impact on Indian civilization make the Mauryan Empire a
cornerstone for WBCS Exam aspirants.

Beyond being a historical epoch, it serves as a reservoir of wisdom, offering insights into governance, diplomacy, and the
delicate balance between power and compassion. As candidates navigate the complexities of the WBCS Exam,
understanding the Mauryan Empire illuminates the historical forces that shaped the socio-political landscape of
Undivided India.

So, this is all for today. In our next unit, we will discuss about . Till then, stay tuned!
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