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Learn Work and Functions of Indian Parliament for WBP Constable Exams

Welcome to an essential resource for your WBP (West Bengal Police) Constable Exam preparation — an in-depth guide on
the Indian Parliament. Understanding the functioning of the Indian Parliament is not only crucial for academic knowledge
but also forms a significant part of the WBP Constable Exam syllabus. In this comprehensive guide, we break down the
structure, roles, and key functions of the Indian Parliament, equipping you with the knowledge required to tackle questions
related to this topic effectively.

Whether you're a first-time WBP Constable Exam aspirant or seeking to strengthen your grasp of this subject, this
resource is your key to success. It delves into the heart of Indian democracy, empowering you with the information
needed to excel in your upcoming examination. As we embark on this journey of discovery, rest assured that
understanding the Indian Parliament is not just a part of your preparation but also an essential step towards a future in
law enforcement.

Indian Parliament

In the heart of India's democracy, the Indian Parliament stands as a symbol of lawmaking and the voice of the nation's
dreams. This two-part institution, made up of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States) and the Lok Sabha (House of the
People), acts as the highest lawmaking body, creating laws that shape the country's future.

Set up in 1952, the Parliament reflects the spirit of India's diverse people, with representatives chosen from all over the
country. Within its respected walls, lively discussions take place, as elected representatives engage in passionate talks,
shaping policies that affect every part of Indian life.

[Source: The Hindustan Times]

The Parliament's main job is to make laws, watch over the government, and protect the interests of the people. It has the
power to look closely at what the government does, making sure it is responsible and open. Through its many groups, the
Parliament looks into important issues, from money and foreign relations to social well-being and environmental
concerns.
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The Constitution of India provides for a parliamentary form of government in which the parliament is the legislative organ
or law-making organ of the Union Government. The Indian Parliament comprises three parts i.e.

1. President
2. Lok Sabha (i.e. House of People)
3. Rajya Sabha (i.e. Council of States)

Let's discuss these three parts in details.

President

In the tapestry of India's democratic republic, the President stands as a symbol of unity, embodying the nation's highest
constitutional office. Elected indirectly by an electoral college, the President serves as the ceremonial head of state,
representing the nation's sovereignty and upholding its constitutional values.

The President's role encompasses a spectrum of responsibilities, from safeguarding the Constitution to granting pardons
and approving legislation. As the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, the President bears the mantle of national
defense and represents India on the global stage.

The President's stature transcends political divides, symbolizing the nation's collective aspirations and embodying the
spirit of India's diverse populace. Through their actions and words, the President inspires unity and fosters a sense of
national pride, epitomizing the essence of India's democratic spirit.

So, in simple words, the President of India is the Nominal executive and Head of the Indian State and is symbolic of unity,
integrity and solidarity of the nation. He is the first citizen of India.

The Election to the president is indirect through an Electoral College
comprising of:

1. The elected members of both the Houses of Parliament
2. Elected Members of Legislative Assembly of States
3. Elected Members of Legislative Assembly of Union Territories with legislature

Qualifications for a person to be eligible for election to the office of
President:

1. He should be a citizen of India.

2. He should have completed the age of 35 years.

3. He should be qualified for election as a member of the Lok Sabha.

4. He should not hold any office of profit under the Union or any State government.
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The Oath to the Office of President is administered by the Chief Justice of India or in his absence the senior most judge of
the Supreme Court.
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[Source: The Hindustan Times]
The current President of India is Smt. Draupadi Murmu.

The President holds office for a term of five years. He can hold the office beyond five years until his successor assumes
charge. He is eligible for re-election to that office. He can resign before five years by writing to the Vice President or can
be removed through the process of Impeachment.

The impeachment process for removal of the President can be initiated in either House of Parliament for ‘violation of
constitution’. As to what constitutes this violation is not mentioned in the constitution. The charges should be signed by
one-fourth members of the house that initiated the charge and a 14-day notice should be given to the President. The
impeachment resolution has to be passed by two-thirds of the total membership of both the houses.

Veto Power of the President:
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Reconsideration

Please note that no Veto Power can be exercised in case of constitutional amendment bills.

The President also enjoys ordinance making powers when both or any of the houses are not in session. The Ordinance so
promulgated has to be approved by both the houses within six weeks of their reassembly and as there can be maximum
six months between two sessions of Parliament in a year, the ordinance survives for maximum six months and six weeks.

The President also has certain pardoning powers. He can

1. Remit

2. Reprieve
3. Respite
4. Pardon

sentences in case of Union Law, sentence by Court Martial and death sentences even of State Laws.

Further the president has the powers to proclaim emergency. Under Article 352 of the constitution, he can proclaim
national emergency on the ground of war, external aggression or armed rebellion only on the advice of the Union Council
of Ministers by the 44th Amendment Act. He can proclaim emergency in a state also known as President’s Rule on the
recommendation of the Governor or by himself on the advice of Union CoM. The financial emergency is proclaimed on the
advice of Union CoM.

So, this is the basic knowledge about the President of India. We will discuss all the powers and functions of the President
of India and also about the vice President of India in next blog. Now, let's move on to the next part of the Indian
Parliament i.e. Lok Sabha.

Lok Sabha
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The Lok Sabha or House of People is the lower house of Indian Parliament, elections to which are direct. The Maximum
strength of the Lok Sabha is fixed at 552. At present, the Lok Sabha has 545 members. Of these 530 members represent
the states, 13 represent the Union territories.

There are seats reserved in Lok Sabha on the basis of population ratios i.e. from each state such number of seats will be
reserved for SCs and STs as their respective proportion in the population of the concerned state without any separate
electorates.

The duration of Lok Sabha is for five years. However, it can be dissolved prior to the completion of five years also on the
recommendation by the Prime Minister to the President or in certain other cases as well.

[Source: The Print]

The Lok Sabha is presided over by the Speaker who is elected from among the members of the house itself and by
members themselves on such a date as assigned by the President. Further, he can be removed from his office by passing
a resolution supported by a majority of total membership of the house i.e. above 50%. He can also resign by giving his
resignation to the Deputy Speaker. He is responsible for carrying out the day-to-day business of the house adjourning the
sitting or adjournment since the sitting along with deciding on the question of disqualification of a member on grounds of
defection.

He also presides over the joint sitting of the two houses and decides on the question whether a bill is a money bill or not.
The Deputy Speaker is also elected from among the members by them and takes the speaker’s responsibility in his
absence. He resigns writing to the Speaker.

Now, let's look at the third part i.e. Rajya Sabha.

Rajya Sabha

The Rajya Sabha or Council of States is the upper house of Indian Parliament, elections to which are indirect. The
maximum strength of the Rajya Sabha is fixed at 250. At present Rajya Sabha has 245 members. Of these, 229 represent
the states, 4 represent the Union Territories and 12 members are nominated by the President on the recommendation of
the Union Cabinet. The nominated members are experts or eminent personalities from art, literature, science and social
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The members of Rajya Sabha are indirectly elected by the elected members of state legislative assemblies. Seats are
allotted to states on the basis of population of each state.

[Source: The Times of India]

Unlike Lok Sabha, the Rajya Sabha is a continuing chamber, that is, it is a permanent body not subject to dissolution.
However, one-third of its members retire every second year. The term of members of Rajya Sabha is six years. The
President decides the order of retirement of members of Rajya Sabha. The Rajya Sabha is presided over by the Chairman
of Rajya Sabha. Vice President of India acts as the ex officio chairman of Rajya Sabha.

This is just an introduction to Rajya sabha and Lok Sabha. We will discuss about Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha in detail in
our upcoming blogs. For now, let's look at some important concepts regarding the Parliament of India.

Some important concepts regarding the Parliament

1. Summoning: The President of India summons, on PMs Recommendation, each house for carrying out the session.
There cannot be more than six months gap between two sessions i.e. there cannot be less than two sessions in a year.
Usually there are three sessions viz. Budget, Monsoon and Winter.

2. Adjournment: A sitting of the house is terminated through adjournment which is issued by the speaker of the house.

3. Adjournment Sine Die: Termination of a sitting for an indefinite period is known as adjournment sine die which is also
issued by the speaker of the house.

4. Prorogue: After every session of Parliament is over following a few days the President issues the order for prorogation
which marks the end of session and house is summoned again.

5. Ordinary Bills: Bills concerning any matter other than financial are known as ordinary bills. Once they are passed by the
introducing house the next house can either accept, reject or put amendments to the bill. Such amendments may or may
not be accepted by the original house.
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6. Money Bills: Article 110 of the Constitution deals with the concept of money bills which are concerned with taxation,
borrowing, expenditure etc. They necessarily are introduced in Lok Sabha and with prior recommendation of the
President. Further, before transmitting to Rajya Sabha, the speaker certifies the bill as Money Bill. Money Bill cannot be
rejected or amended by Rajya Sabha, which can only put suggestions which may or may not be accepted by Lok Sabha.

7. Financial Bills: Article 117 of the constitution deals with Financial Bills. There are two types of Financial Bills: Financial
Bill  which can be introduced only in Lok Sabha and can only be introduced on the recommendation of the President,
except this, Financial Bill | is just like an ordinary bill. Financial Bill Il does not concern matters mentioned in Article 110
and Presidential recommendation is required at the consideration stage, except this, for all other matters they are treated
just like ordinary bills.

8. Joint Sitting: In case the second house rejects the bill passed by the first or the amendments proposed by it are not
accepted by the first house, a deadlock takes place which is resolved by the joint sitting of the two houses summoned by
the President. The bill is passed with majority of the members present and voting i.e. simple majority. Further joint sitting
is not summoned for Constitution Amendment Bills and Money Bills. The speaker of Lok Sabha presides over the joint
sitting and in his absence, the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha and even in his absence, the Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha.

9. Question Hour: The first hour of every sitting is slotted for this. There are three types of questions asked:

1. Starred question: Requires oral reply hence supplementary question can follow.
2. Unstarred question: Requires written answer, hence supplementary question cannot follow.
3. Short Notice question: Notice of ten days is given prior to it. It is answered orally.

As you delve deeper into the intricacies of the Indian Parliament, its pivotal role in shaping India's democratic landscape
becomes vividly apparent. The Parliament's unwavering commitment to upholding the Constitution, representing the
people's aspirations, and ensuring accountable governance makes it the cornerstone of India's democratic ethos.

[Source: The Economic Times]

For aspiring WBP Constables, understanding the Parliament's structure, functions, and legislative processes is crucial for
effectively upholding law and order within the framework of democratic principles. Comprehending the Parliament's role
in enacting laws, scrutinizing government actions, and safeguarding fundamental rights empowers constables to serve as
informed and responsible guardians of the law.
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The Parliament's enduring legacy of fostering debate, promoting transparency, and upholding the rule of law serves as a
guiding beacon for WBP Constables. By internalizing the Parliament's commitment to democratic values, constables can
contribute to a just and equitable society, ensuring the harmonious coexistence of diverse communities within the vibrant

tapestry of India's democracy.

This is not the only blog on this topic. We will discuss all the three parts, their work and functions in our upcoming blogs.
We will also discuss about the in our upcoming blogs. So, you can consider this blog as

the first blog of the 'Indian Parliament' series. So till then, stay tuned!
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